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PRESS RELEASE 
 

WEDDERSPOON GOLD 
 100% RAW GOURMET WILD DANDELION HONEY 

ANNOUNCED AS FINALIST FOR 2015 SOFI™ AWARD  
 

Winners To Be Announced on June 29, 2015 at  
61st Summer Fancy Food Show in NYC  

 
DATE (Malvern, PA) – Award-winning Wedderspoon Organic, Inc. is proud to announce that its 
Gold Label 100% Raw Gourmet Wild Dandelion Honey is a Finalist for the Specialty Food 
Association’s sofi™ Awards for outstanding specialty foods and beverages of 2015.  Ted Allen, 
host of Food Network’s “Chopped”, will announce the winners at the 61st Summer Fancy Food 
Show.  The event will be held on June 29 at the Jacob Javits Center in New York City.  
 
A sofi™ Award is the highest honor in the $109 billion specialty food industry. This year, 2,715 
entries were received across 32 awards categories. A national panel of specialty food experts 
selected the finalists. 
 
“We are thrilled to be a finalist for this prestigious award,” says Rebecca Remley, CEO, 
Wedderspoon Organic, Inc.  “We take great pride in producing premium honey products with 
wonderfully unique tastes and textures that appeal to a broad spectrum of pallets.  To be 
recognized by such a leader in the industry is a great honor.”   
 
Exclusive to Wedderspoon, the 100% Raw Gourmet Wild Dandelion Honey is sourced from New 
Zealand’s pristine, remote mountainous South Island region, and is harvested from uncultivated 
dandelions. Bright yellow, raw, and unpasteurized, this honey delivers a rich, tangy flavor that 
goes great with gourmet cheeses or as a spread on hot buttered toast. 
 
About Wedderspoon Organic 
Founded in 2005 by entrepreneurial husband and wife team Catherine and Sebastien Martin, 
Wedderspoon Organic, Inc. was created to provide customers with the highest quality, organic, 
and delicious Manuka and other specialty honeys sourced from ethically harvested bee 
production from New Zealand’s pristine countryside.  
Wedderspoon’s award-winning and ever-expanding product line is available at retailers in 27 
countries and via e-commerce. The honey-based food and personal care products are marketed 
under the Wedderspoon, Platonic, and Queen of the Hive brand names, in food, beverage, and 
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personal care categories, respectively.  
 
Today, Wedderspoon continues to meet its original mission and is creating environmentally sound 
products that are BPA Free, antibiotic-free, and have been tested against 150 chemical and 
pesticides residues.  
 
About the Specialty Food Association 
The Specialty Food Association is a thriving community of food artisans, importers and 
entrepreneurs. Established in 1952, the not-for-profit trade association provides its 3,000 
members in the U.S. and abroad the tools, knowledge and connections to champion and nurture 
their companies in an always-evolving marketplace. The Association (formerly the National 
Association for the Specialty Food Trade, Inc.) owns and produces the Winter and Summer Fancy 
Food Shows, and presents the sofi™ Awards. 
 

# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

WeissMOBILE Wins Prestigious Horizon Interactive Silver Award in 
Mobile Apps Business Category 

 
May 28, 2015 – (New York, NY)  - The Horizon Interactive Awards, a leading international 
interactive media awards competition, has announced the 2014 award winners to highlight this 
year’s “best of the best” in interactive media production. Designed by Take 2 Productions, Inc. 
WeissMOBILE was recognized for its excellence with a Silver Award in the Mobile Apps Business 
Category.   
 
“We are thrilled to receive this honor,” says Bill Wade, Director of Weiss Educational Services. “It 
doesn’t get much better than being recognized by Horizon Interactive.” 
 
Weiss Research Inc. has been a front-runner in providing the most superior financial technology.  
To advance this even further, Barnes created the WeissMOBILE App for the Educational Division 
to empower investors to better understand and manage their financial planning through mobile 
media.  The app provides investors tools and features enabling them to assess the stock market 
scenario and make investments on the go. It offers new and seasoned investors state-of-the-art 
technology that can be used to achieve their investing goals.  
 
WeissMOBILE provides investors detailed and insightful information to enhance their financial 
literacy. Through the use of patented GeoTechnology, WeissMOBILE seamlessly connects users 
to other financial platforms, making it possible for them to take immediate action to capitalize on 
any market opportunity or commodity that is presented through the app. Through the app, users 
can get in touch with some of the most experienced industry analysts and ask them about the 
quote they can bid on.  
 
About Weiss Center for Investor Advancement 
Weiss Center for Investor Advancement is an investment education industry leader and a pioneer 
in the area of providing the marketplace with cutting-edge technology. Weiss Center for Investor 
Advancement distinguishes itself from all others in the investment education domains by 
combining the latest technology with the brightest educators in the industry, providing users with 
a continuously updated stream of new and relevant content on global financial topics and trends 
from our pool of worldwide experts, all delivered through a mobile device. 
About Take 2 Productions 
Take 2 Productions grew out of feature film production and distribution and has become a 
cutting-edge technology and commercial content producer. George Barnes (CEO) is a highly 
experienced, award-winning director, director of photography, producer, and app inventor 
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holding multiple mobile app technology patents.  Take 2 Productions works with Fortune 500 
commercial clients and initiative-based non-profit organizations seeking multi-use digital 
content with integrated cloud-based mobile delivery systems. 
 
About the Horizon Interactive Awards 
In its 13th year, the Horizon Interactive Awards was created to recognize excellence in interactive 
media production worldwide. Since 2001, the competition has received tens of thousands of 
entries from many countries around the world and nearly all 50 US States.  Each year, those 
entries are narrowed down to the “best of the best” to be recognized and promoted on and 
international stage for their excellence. The judging process involves a Horizon Interactive Awards 
advisory panel, end user panel and a worldwide panel of judges consisting of industry 
professionals. Winning entries are dubbed the “best of the best” in the interactive media industry.  
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

NYC Real Estate Powerhouse Broker Louise Phillips Forbes Joins BYL Network to 
Host a Four-Part Series on the “Home and Travel” Channel 

 
Halstead Property and Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker Louise Phillips Forbes are proud to 
announce a new one-month broadcast partnership with BYL Network, Inc.  Beginning on Monday, 
April 6, visitors to www.bylnetwork.com will be able to access Louise Phillips Forbes’ video 
segments, offering insight about the real estate market, on the Home and Travel Channel twice a 
day starting with a “live” airing at 9:30 a.m. EST and concluding with a re-air at 7:30 p.m. EST 
Monday-Sunday.  Each of the four segments, shot on location in and around some of New York 
City’s most luxurious properties, will air for one week throughout April and can be seen “On-
Demand” after the first broadcast.  The full shows will also be shared on Facebook, LinkedIn, and 
Twitter. 
 
BYL’s COO and Executive Producer Danielle Silverman, says, “I am so excited to have Louise join 
our BYL family as the first real estate broker to be featured in her own original 4-part series. 
Louise brings a tremendous amount of knowledge, charisma, and years of experience in the 
luxury real estate market.  We are delighted to be able to share this exclusively on our Home & 
Travel channel and then around the world.” 
 
One of Manhattan’s top residential real estate brokers for more than 25 years and an industry 
leader with sales close to $1 billion, Forbes has achieved a significant following amongst 
homebuyers and sellers alike and negotiates deals of all ranges. “I am thrilled to be entering this 
new frontier and BYL is the perfect partner. Their commitment to providing quality content that 
informs, inspires and makes life better is very much in sync with my own brand philosophy.” 
 
Viewers will appreciate the stunning footage and imagery showcased in each of the 5 minute 
segments.  The series includes: 
 

Luxury Living in Manhattan – Forbes pulls back the curtain on some of the city’s most 
prestigious homes revealing a new kind of exclusive real estate club where the only qualification is 
extreme wealth.  The extraordinary residences showcase why New York City is the real estate 
capital of the world and range from $7M - $100M with exceptional views and customized 
designer details selected by renowned architects.  

 
Real Estate Tricks of the Trade – A must-see for anyone looking to put their property on 

the market. Forbes ensures a successful sales transaction by disclosing tips within her three P’s 
that every homeowner should know before selling – Pricing, Preparation, and Presentation. 
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Design Like a Developer – Working beyond the boundaries of a traditional real estate 
broker, Forbes has enjoyed partnerships with developers on more than thirty projects across 
Manhattan. Her success comes, in part, from knowing how to collaborate with the developer, 
architect, interior designer, and general contractor. In this segment, she takes viewers behind-the-
scenes and provides useful tips through the process from altering floor plans to selecting the right 
materials so they too can learn to design like a developer. 

 
Buying Today for Tomorrow – With real estate being one of the top investment 

opportunities, this segment is for anyone looking to buy – whether a new primary residence or an 
investment property as a second source of income. Forbes walks us through why the time is ripe 
now for buyers to achieve the American Dream, interest rates and mortgage qualifications, and 
how to choose the right property. 
 
About Louise Phillips Forbes: 
Louise Phillips Forbes is the #1 listing agent at Halstead Property companywide and Broker of the 
Year in the Park Avenue office.  After more than 25 years in New York's residential real estate 
market, she is an industry leader with a multi-faceted team.  Louise goes beyond the boundaries 
of a typical broker to provide exceptional service, enabling her to be a concierge of resources for 
clients by connecting them with home organizers, house managers, designers, architects, art 
dealers, and even personal chefs.  As a result, she has achieved a significant following amongst 
homebuyers and sellers alike and negotiates deals of all ranges in all neighborhoods of 
Manhattan.  Furthermore, Louise has partnered with some of New York's most accomplished 
developers and is an authority on converting rental buildings to condominiums with over 30 
projects under her belt.  A frequent guest lecturer for the Real Estate Board of New York, global 
financial institutions, and Halstead’s Empowerment Training Programs, Louise has been profiled 
in many national and regional magazines and is regularly quoted in the Real Deal, New York 
Times, and Wall Street Journal, among others.  For the past few years, she has been named in the 
Wall Street Journal’s “Real Estate Top 200,” which recognizes top real estate brokers and teams 
throughout the country in cooperation with Real Trends.  Establishing a golden reputation one 
deal at a time for the past two decades, her total sales have surpassed one billion dollars.  
Committed to balancing work and family, Louise lives in Manhattan on the Upper West Side with 
her husband and two sons.  
 
About BYL Network: 
BYL Network, Inc. (Better Your Life) is a multi-channel network that has developed a proprietary 
broadcast system featuring 24-hour "Live" and "On-Demand" weekly programming to motivate, 
educate and entertain millions of people around the world across six channels: Women, Men, 
Money, Home & Travel, Sports & Entertainment, and Late Night. With an online personal remote 
control, users can access updated TV shows, radio shows, links, social media, events and more. 
BYL intends to become a global broadcast solution for consumers, cities and international 
countries to have access to watch "Live" programming, listen, click, upload and share; all-in-one 
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place.  Danielle Silverman, BYL’s COO, executive producer, and co-founder, has developed more 
than 150 network television programs for ESPN, the Food Network, Lifetime Television, CNBC, 
CBS, NBC, and Fox. 
 

# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Paul G. Allen’s Vulcan Productions and Morgan Spurlock’s Cinelan Announce  
Line-Up of Award-Winning Directors and Economic Advisors for 

 Film Series Designed to Demystify the U.S. Economy 
 

WE THE ECONOMY 20 Short Films You Can’t Afford to Miss to Premiere this 
October Across Multiple Platforms 

 
Special Sneak Preview at the 2014 New York Film Festival Convergence 

 
NEW YORK & SEATTLE (September 16, 2014) — Paul G. Allen’s Vulcan Productions and Morgan 
Spurlock’s Cinelan today announced the full line-up of directors for WE THE ECONOMY 20 Short Films 
You Can’t Afford to Miss, a series pairing world-renowned directors with leading economists to drive 
awareness and a better understanding of the U.S economy through engaging, creatively told stories. The 
series, which features animation, comedy, nonfiction and scripted films, will launch simultaneously this 
October across multiple platforms and distribution partners including online, VOD, broadcast, mobile and 
theatrical.  
 
“The economy is all around us, affecting virtually every aspect of modern life, yet there is a lack of 
understanding of how it works,” said Carole Tomko, creative director and general manager of Vulcan 
Productions. “We’re pairing the power of storytelling with information and technology to help people better 
understand the drivers that make the economy tick so that they can take control of their own economic 
trajectory.”    
 
The directors are: Ramin Bahrani (99 Homes, Goodbye Solo), Bob Balaban (Gosford Park, The 
Exonerated), Joe Berlinger (Brother’s Keeper, Paradise Lost trilogy), Jon M. Chu (Step Up, G.I. Joe: 
Retaliation), Marshall Curry (Street Fight, If a Tree Falls), Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady (Jesus Camp, 
Detropia), Adrian Grenier (Entourage, How To Make Money Selling Drugs), Catherine Hardwicke 
(Twilight, Thirteen), Mary Harron (American Psycho, I Shot Andy Warhol), Chris Henchy (The Campaign, 
The Other Guys), Lee Hirsch (Bully, Amandla! A Revolution in Four Part Harmony), Albert Hughes (The 
Book of Eli, Menace II Society), Steve James (Hoop Dreams, Life Itself), Barbara Kopple (Harlan County 
USA, American Dream), Shola Lynch (Free Angela and All Political Prisoners, Chisholm ’72), Adam McKay 
(Anchorman, Funny or Die), Jehane Noujaim (The Square, Control Room), James Schamus (Brokeback 
Mountain, Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon), Morgan Spurlock (CNN’s Morgan Spurlock: Inside Man, 
Super Size Me), Miao Wang (Beijing Taxi, Yellow Ox Mountain), and Jessica Yu (Last Call at the Oasis, In 
the Realms of the Unreal). 
 
The directors worked closely with advisors from a team of leading economic experts who provided 
editorial guidance for these five to eight-minute films, which have been organized by subject into five 
chapters: 
  

• What Is the Economy?  
• What Is Money?  
• What Is the Role of our Government in the Economy?  
• What Is Globalization?  
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• What Causes Inequality? 
 
The economic advisors are: Dean Baker (co-director, Center for Economic and Policy Research), Yoram 
Bauman (economist and author, The Cartoon Book of Macroeconomics), Jodi Beggs (educator and 
economics professor, Northeastern University), Adam Davidson (co-founder and host, NPR’s “Planet 
Money”), John Steele Gordon (author, An Empire of Wealth), Neil Irwin (senior economic correspondent, 
New York Times and author, The Alchemists: Three Central Bankers and a World on Fire), Greg Ip (U.S. 
economics editor, The Economist, and author, The Little Book of Economics), Markus Koch (financial 
journalist, N-TV), Annalyn Kurtz (business and economics reporter), and Diane Lim (senior economist, 
Pew Charitable Trusts). 
 
“WE THE ECONOMY is unlike anything that has been done before.  We have taken a topic that is 
generally considered complicated, dry and boring, and made it entertaining, accessible, and informative,” 
says director Morgan Spurlock, executive producer of WE THE ECONOMY and co-founder of Cinelan. 
“We hope audiences will be inspired to engage more after viewing the films, with a better understanding 
that the economy is complex, not complicated.” 
 
On September 27, the 2014 New York Film Festival Convergence will host a special panel discussion 
about this ambitious cross-platform project featuring filmmakers, economists, and the creators of the 
mobile and online elements. Neil Irwin, Senior Economic Correspondent for The New York Times will 
moderate. 
 
A related educational program and details about the distribution outlets will be announced shortly. 
 
For more information about WE THE ECONOMY, please visit www.wetheeconomy.com.   
 
You can also follow WE THE ECONOMY on facebook.com/wetheeconomy, twitter.com/wetheeconomy, 
and instagram.com/wetheeconomy.   
 

# # # 
About VULCAN PRODUCTIONS 
Founded by philanthropist and Microsoft co-founder Paul G. Allen and Jody Allen, Vulcan Productions produces 
compelling series, specials, features and digital content and creates outreach initiatives designed to explore critical 
issues and inspire people to take action. Vulcan Productions is committed to projects of significance that ignite 
progress and motivate audiences to have measurable impact on the world. Its projects have won numerous awards, 
including the George Foster Peabody Award, the Emmy Award, the Grammy Award, and the Wildscreen Panda Award. 
Acclaimed films and series from the documentary group include Pandora’s Promise, Girl Rising, Success at the Core, 
Hard Candy and The Blues. 
  
About CINELAN  
Cinelan curates, produces and distributes award-winning film programs that influence audiences by fulfilling the 
fundamental human desire to experience a good story.  Cinelan recently completed FOCUS FORWARD - Short Films, 
Big Ideas, a Webby-nominated and CLIO-winning series of thirty 3-minute films that reached audiences around the 
globe with over 140 screening events across all seven continents and over 75 million film-views from 150+ countries. 
Founding partners are Morgan Spurlock, Damon Smith, David Laks, Douglas Dicconson, Jack Myers and Karol 
Martesko-Fenster.  
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

The Weather is Crazy!!! 
Here’s why… 

 
Hundreds of thousands without power in the South. Thousands of flights cancelled. News reports 
of fake and fireproof snow in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Fake clouds. In USA Today, 
Olympic skier Andrew Newell says, “The most pressing issue is the threat of rapid global climate 
change to my work, my sport, and my love — skiing.” 
 
What’s Wrong with this Picture?   
 
To find out, watch this 2-minute trailer http://youtu.be/Obm38xl_6VU 
 
Watch The Colbert Report interview  
http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/431083/december-09-2013/david-keith 
 
Even the biggest skeptic is finding it hard to deny that what is occurring with the weather is 
normal.  Ever see long white trails in the sky that don’t dissipate? Have sunsets and cloud cover 
looked stranger than in the past?  When is the last time you saw a truly blue sky?  Wonder how 
there can be a blizzard in 75 degree weather?  This is not normal and can be attributed to man-
made manipulating of the weather. Geoengineering is the deliberate creation of false cloud cover 
intended to reverse global warming through spraying highly toxic chemicals into the atmosphere 
from aircrafts.  Unregulated. Health risks unknown. Environmental risks are becoming more 
evident each day.  This is the earth’s largest environmental threat. 
 
Award-winning filmmaker George Barnes stumbled across geoengineering by accident and went 
on to direct “Look Up!” a multi-award winning documentary film, narrated by William Baldwin. 
 
The awareness of geoengineering is growing. Get involved.  
 
Available for interviews: Filmmaker George Barnes, Cancer and Risk expert Dr. Doug Levine, 
Geoengineering expert Dane Wigington.  
 

 
# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Union Square Pavilion Opens on May 2 
Café Features Executive Chef Mario Urgiles,  

Pastry Chef Terri Dreisbach, & Mixologist Joel Cruz 
 
The recently restored Union Square Pavilion opens on May 2 as a seasonal café through 
October 31, bringing food service back to Union Square Park for the first time since 2007.  
The Pavilion will include indoor/outdoor seating for 180 guests and be open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner and weekend brunch. 
 
Executive Chef Mario Urgiles, Pastry Chef Terri Dreisbach, and Mixologist Joel Cruz will 
incorporate fresh and locally grown, seasonal ingredients from the neighboring Union 
Square Green Market into this highly anticipated restaurant.  The Pavilion will feature a 
raw bar, offering three classic pairings with oysters: sherry, muscadet and stout.  All 
dishes on the menu will be homemade, from scratch. 
 
On the beverage side, there will be several signature cocktails (see below), non-alcohol 
cocktails, and New York State wines from sustainable and biodynamic wineries, as well 
as Old World wines that are organic or use estate owned grapes. There will be 40 bottles 
and 12 by the glass.  Other beverage highlights include fresh frozen cocktails, rose 
sangria, and a wide beer selection mostly from the Tri-State area with almost all 100% 
craft.  There will be four draft brands, cider, and gluten-free beers. 
 
The Pavilion, in collaboration with KMNY Consulting and the Union Square Partnership, 
are adding additional family-friendly programming to the already popular Summer in the 
Square with “Tuesdays @ThePavilionNYC,” a weekly drop-in series at the 
café.  Programming will take place on the main level inside The Pavilion.  An extensive 
schedule is also planned for community and non-profit events including classes and 
workshops that are open to the public. 
 
The Team 
Executive Chef Mario Urgiles has worked with Pavilion Union Square founding partner 
for the past fourteen years.  He was trained under Chef Andy D’Amico at Marseille and 
also served as Executive Chef at Maison, and at Palladin under Chef Jean Lu Palladin.  
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“Our dishes will be inspired by the Green Market - organic, wild, lots of vegetables, and 
the menu will continually change based on what’s in season.  I will concentrate on healthy 
light food,” says Urgiles. 
 
Pastry Chef Terri Dreisbach served in the same position at Barbounia where she came 
to the attention of Simon Oren, CEO, Chef Driven Group. She worked as Pastry Chef at 
Bar Americain at Mohegan Sun under Chef Bobby Flay, and trained at the world-
renowned Tante Marie Cooking School.  
 
“I plan to take full advantage of locally grown and produced fresh foods from the Green 
Market and will run a special once a week showcasing ingredients from the market along 
with the name of the farm,” says Dreisbach.  
 
Mixologist Joel Cruz says, “Our daily market cocktail will be a spontaneous inspiration 
depending on what is available in the market. For example, the other day we made syrup 
from propolis from Andrew's Honey, finished it with a pinch of Saffron., and then created 
a drink using the syrup, gin, and fresh lemon juice. A simple 3 ingredient cocktail that is 
original and refreshing.” 

Sample Food Menu 
- Tomato Soup 
- Sourdough crouton & herb creme fraiche 
- Farm Goat Cheese and Tomato Tart- baby dandelion salad 
- Organic Salmon Green Pot Au Feu- fennel pearl onion, baby carrots, shitakes, 

tomato 
- Roasted Organic Chicken 
- Fingerling and purple potato, broccoli rabe, au jus 
- Raspberry ginger beer float, coconut ice cream, raspberry sorbet, vanilla whipped 

cream, ginger cookie 
- Devil's Food Cake, pistachio mousse, raspberry, pistachio gelato 
- My Cheesecake, basil, citrus salad, lemon curd, almond crumble 
- Summer Berry Verrine buttermilk panna cotta, summer berries, almond crumble, 

pistachio gelato 
- Chocolate Beet Cake, blackberry-beet meringue, creme fraiche, cassis, 

blackberries, beet sorbet 
 

Sample Cocktails 
- The Rialto – Named after New York City's first commercial theater district that was 
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concentrated in and around Union Square. This “Tiki” style cocktail includes 
pineapple, InfiniTEA syrup (a barky herbal tea mixture from the market-Licorice-like 
flavor), Gosling’s Dark Bermuda Rum and Licor 43 (Vanilla and flower flavored), 
shaken and strained into a mason jar, finished with dashes of Peychaud’s bitters 
(New Orleans bitters that taste of Cherry and anise) and garnished with a rosemary 
sprig. 

- Park Side – The Pavilion’s Mojito: Bacardi White and 8 year Rums, fresh muddled 
mint, fresh lime juice, shaken and strained into a highball glass and topped with 
homemade Guava foam and a dash of angostura bitters, finished with a sprinkle of 
local pollen and a mint sprig. 

- Pink Me Up - La Pitaya Blanco tequila is shaken with muddled strawberry, basil 
syrup and a touch of yellow Chartreuse (a Monastic herbal French liqueur), strained 
into a chilled Martini glass and garnished with a strawberry-basil flag on a cocktail 
pick. 

About Union Square Pavilion 
Union Square, a national historic landmark, has served as a community space for 
decades. The covered pavilion is one of the last in Manhattan.  Over the course of its long 
history, it has been used as a band shell for plays and performances, a central meeting 
place for political demonstrations including the first celebration of Labor Day in 1882, and 
the Union Square Greenmarket. The Union Square Pavilion building structure was 
recently restored and features a neo-classical arch and colonnade that spans the north 
end of Union Square Park. The café has ceiling heaters so it will be open regardless of the 
weather.  
 
The Pavilion is the first café in the park since the successful Luna Café that was open 
from 1994 – 2007, helping to maintain the 150-year tradition of restaurants and food 
concessions in N.Y.C. parks. 
 
 

# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Yankee Magazine’s July-August Issue Cover Story 

“Sandcastles by the Sea” 
Showcases New England’s Best Beachside Destinations 

 
Yankee, the iconic American magazine now in its 80th year of covering the finest of New 
England’s offerings, has just published its July-August issue featuring the cover story, 
“Sandcastles by the Sea,” by Christina Tree.  
 
Yankee’s summer guide includes historic reference points to some of the most inviting 
and timeless beachside destinations throughout New England and will leave readers 
ready to book their next vacation. Whether looking for a romantic getaway, a family or 
friend’s vacation, or a solo trip, there is something for everyone, regardless of preferred 
vacation style and budget.  From reasonably priced motels, B&B’s, and campgrounds, to 
luxury resorts, Yankee showcases it all. 
 
“Imagine waking up to sunlight streaming into your seaside room. Look out and see it 
sparkling on the ocean. Feel the cool morning sand on your toes. And listen to the 
waves,” writes Mel Allen, editor of Yankee. “Our cover story will put you as close to the 
beach as possible, whether in a tent, a cottage, or a famous resort. We know that 
summer rooms on the beach can be pricey, which is why we’ve included so many 
different options.  What ties them together is that each one offers a favorite spot on the 
beach, just beyond your door, on a day that promises to stretch ahead forever.” 
 
Whether walking along long stretches of pristine private beaches, enjoying a wide host of 
outdoor activities, antiquing, indulging in spa treatments, discovering a hidden oasis, 
building sandcastles and frolicking in the water with your family, sightseeing, bird 
watching, kicking back in a hammock with a good book, or watching the sunset during a 
gourmet dinner, visitors can soak in the New England charm and decades-long history 
that many of these destinations have experienced.  
 
A sampling of what visitors can enjoy: 
 
The Breakers (Scarborough, ME) opened as an inn in 1932, has been owned by the 
same family since 1956, and gets booked up in January for the following summer. At 
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Hermit Island Campground (Bath, ME), campers can get down to basics and enjoy 
acres of private beaches and hiking trails before falling asleep enveloped by the sounds 
and smells of the sea.  In Cape Cod, one of New England’s premiere summer 
destinations, Chatham Bars Inn (1914) is the Cape’s sole surviving grand beachside 
resort, featuring a 9-hole golf course, tennis courts, spa, fine dining, and much more. For 
the past ninety years, guests at Gosnold Arms (New Harbor, ME) have enjoyed 
breathtaking views, historic tours, fun boat trips, and historians say the explorer 
Bartholomew Gosnold was a first visitor to the area in 1602.   
 
Newport, RI’s, Castle Hill Inn, built in 1874 as a private summerhouse for famed Harvard 
biologist Alfred Agassiz, is an elite luxury retreat overlooking the Naragansett Bay. 
Winnetu Oceanside Resort in Martha’s Vineyard is an 11-acre property featuring two 
heated swimming pools, spa, fitness center, and huge outdoor chessboard, along with a 
variety of organized family activities.  Named a top ten American Green Hotel by MSNBC 
and Forbes Traveler, the award-winning Inn the Sea is Maine’s most luxurious resort, 
perfect for a getaway wedding. 
 
About Yankee 
Yankee: New England’s Magazine was founded in 1935 and is based in Dublin, New 
Hampshire. It is the only magazine devoted to New England through its coverage of 
travel, home, food, and feature stories. With a total circulation of 330,000 and a total 
audience of 1.9 million readers, it is published by Yankee Publishing Inc. (YPI) is a family-
owned, independent magazine publisher. YPI also owns the nation’s oldest continuously 
produced periodical, The Old Farmer’s Almanac, and McLean Communications. More 
information about Yankee is available at: YankeeMagazine.com/press 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Waking Up In Heaven New York Times Best Selling Author & Motivational Speaker  
Crystal McVea Inspires Thousands of Women with Her  

Raw, Honest, No-Holds-Bar Story 
 

The phenomenon around first-time author Crystal McVea’s Waking Up in Heaven 
continues following its 17 weeks on the New York Times best seller list.  McVea is 
receiving thousands of emails and letters from grateful readers who have been inspired to 
overcome hardships in their lives by making real and meaningful changes and developing 
a closer relationship with God.  Additionally, her motivational speaking engagement 
calendar is filled with dates across the country to audiences in the thousands. 
 
McVea’s message of empowerment is simple and profound:  We are all much more than 
victims of the choices we have made in our lives or circumstances we have found 
ourselves in, and it is through the healing power of forgiveness and self-acceptance that 
we can move beyond any pain, suffering, or obstacle.  McVea’s personal story covers 
sexual abuse, abortion, attempted suicide lack of self-esteem, estrangement from her 
family, and the ultimate need to connect with God. It is through this journey and from 
experiencing a nine-minute death in the hospital where she stood before God that McVea 
transforms from skeptic to believer. 
 
Although McVea grew up in the Bible Belt, she was never fully convinced that God 
existed based on the hardships she had experienced. By her own admission, she had 
broken each one of the Ten Commandants and lived with the shame and guilt of a sinner.  
Ultimately, she realized that she had to share her story to help others who might be 
struggling with similar issues. The power and inspiration of her story comes from the fact 
that she broke free of the stigmas attached to sin by confronting them openly, publicly, 
and honestly.  Her story will touch any woman who has felt self-doubt. 
 
“During one of my talks, a 92-year-old woman who had kept her own sexual abuse a 
secret for more than 70 years found the courage and strength to let go of the guilt and 
shame for the first time in her life,” says McVea. 
 
Another woman was so inspired after hearing McVea speak that she went to see her 
mother for the first time in 40 years and forgave her for her childhood and asked God to 
forgive her so she could go to heaven. And yet another woman had suffered crippling 
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anxiety attacks for decades as a result of early sexual abuse and after reading Waking Up 
In Heaven finally confronted the man who abused her 32 years earlier. 
 
“I had no idea the impact this book was going to have.  I’m deeply touched by the 
outpouring of responses that I continue to receive.  This is nothing short of a miracle and 
I’m blessed to be able to help bring some relief to other women who have or are 
struggling and suffering,” she says. 
 
About the Authors: 
Crystal Leigh McVea was born in Altus, Oklahoma, just north of the Texas border, and 
lives there today. She is a schoolteacher and has four children. Crystal and her husband 
Virgil, a U.S. Army veteran and now a contractor with the U.S. Air Force, are devout 
Christians and active in their local church in Altus. Crystal's memoir about her remarkable 
journey to heaven and back is her first book.  
 
Alex Tresniowski is a former senior writer for PEOPLE Magazine, specializing in human-
interest stories. His latest book, 2011's An Invisible Thread, has spent 34 weeks on the 
New York Times best sellers list. Tresniowski is the author of nine books, one of which, 
2005's The Vendetta, was purchased by Universal Pictures and used as a basis for the 
2009 Johnny Depp movie Public Enemies. 

 
# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Bill Courtney, Subject Of The Oscar-Winning Best Documentary “Undefeated,” 
Shares His Hard-Won Lessons On  

Discipline, Success, Teamwork, And Triumph Over Adversity in  
 

Against The Grain 
 

Oscar winner. Head football coach. Mentor. Acclaimed speaker. Entrepreneur. What 
now? Author… 
 
Bill Courtney breathes success. He famously turned a group of unfocused, at-risk teens 
at Manassas High School in Memphis, TN into a tight, highly motivated football team – a 
story that became the subject of the 2012 Academy Award-winning film, “Undefeated.” 
He converted an abandoned piece of property into a thriving $45 million lumber company 
with 120 employees. And he has become a highly sought-after speaker and consultant for 
the likes of PepsiCo, Nike, FedEx, and more.  
 
In his debut book, Against the Grain: A Coach’s Wisdom on Character, Faith, Family 
and Love, Courtney holds no punches as he describes character, commitment, service, 
leadership, civility and other traits that, in his decades of success, have proven to be the 
keys to a winning, sustainable and meaningful life and career. Readers will sweat, they 
will squirm, and they will be forced to leave their comfort zones -- but Courtney makes it 
well worth it because he truly tells it like it is. 
 
Written with Michael Arkush and with a Forward by famed NBA coach Phil Jackson, 
Against the Grain kicks off by exploring the principle of character, which Courtney 
considers the absolute bedrock of one’s ability to be successful.  He writes, “Only with 
character, which requires the courage to be totally honest with yourself, will one realize 
how other principles can have a profound impact.” 
 
Each chapter thoroughly explains Courtney’s key tenets through compelling anecdotes 
about the colorful characters in his life. Like a coach leading his team, Courtney helps the 
reader to understand how to employ these fundamentals in all aspects of their lives, as 
well as offering a blueprint for change.  
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“I’m going to bare my soul in describing events and scars in my own life that I’ve had to 
conquer, get past, and forgive,” he says. “You can’t be a successful leader or mentor until 
you have served; you can’t serve until you have stepped out of your comfort zone. And 
you can’t step out of your comfort zone with any success unless you have character and 
keep your word.  These values may be seen as old-fashioned, and perhaps they are, but 
they apply more than ever to the challenges that we face today.” 
 
Against the Grain ultimately addresses the importance of one’s legacy, and shows that 
we are the architects of our own lives with the ability to make new and better choices 
each day.  
 
“No one but you has control over your legacy. That’s a choice you face every single day 
in terms of your attitude and commitment. Making that decision — which can mean 
taking some very difficult steps to abide by the principles that truly matter — will lead you 
on a path to your own profound legacy. Even if you have to go against the grain.” 
 
Against the Grain offers readers hard-hitting lessons, inspiring real-life examples and a 
solid game plan do better. Courtney’s encouragement and passion for us to reconsider 
our approach to life and constantly improve upon it comes across on every page.  
 
About the Authors: 
Bill Courtney is a volunteer football coach and the owner and operator of Classic 
American Hardwoods, a $40 million lumber company and 2013 inductee into the 
prestigious Society of Entrepreneurs. He is a sought-after speaker and consultant for 
organizations such as the USOC Paralympic Leadership Conference, the FedEx 
Leadership Live Conference, and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Courtney lives with 
his wife and four children in Memphis, Tennessee. 
  
Michael Arkush has written nine books, including The Last Season with Phil Jackson and 
Getting Up and Down. He is a former associate editor of Golf World magazine. Arkush 
has written for the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and the Washington Post. 
  

# # # # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Os Kuduristas Kicks off Angolan Kuduro Backyard Party Series in Europe 
 
Catching ears around the world—from M.IA., Björk and Diplo to Buraka Som Sistema, 
Mastiksoul, DJ Gregory and Gregor Salto — Kuduro’s energy and insistent positivity 
echoes the West African country of Angola’s stunning cultural and economic renaissance. 
Angola is filled with palpable optimism, opportunity, and excitement.  
 
Born of Angolan renaissance in the Information Age, Kuduro, which translates to “Hard 
Ass,” is the cultural expression of a new international and post-war generation. This 
movement draws inspiration from a variety of sources and mixes them into a highly 
energized, innovative form that incorporates dance, music, fashion, lifestyle, and attitude. 
Culturally savvy, cheeky, colorful, and bold, Kuduro is a unique and provocative genre 
that bridges the gap between Angolan and global cosmopolitan identity. 
   
Drawing on their personal, sometimes gritty experiences—Kuduristas point first and 
foremost to their roles as cultural provocateurs, inciting growth and bountiful creativity.  
 
Os Kuduristas, a global initiative designed to introduce Kuduro internationally, is bringing 
Kuduro’s powerful form of expression to cities in Europe through interactive events and 
programs in September and October 2012. From an educational musical exchange 
program between students in New York and Luanda, to staging street dance battles and 
inviting participants to experience Kuduro first-hand at live events; Os Kuduristas will 
introduce some of Kuduro’s hottest choreographers, wildest performers, and distinctive 
fashion design to the Western world. 
 
Beginning in September, top Angolan dancers will challenge local dance crews at dance 
battles around each city introducing the experience of Kuduro.  In late September and 
early October, Os Kuduristas will bring the Quintal (the Angolan backyard) to Amsterdam 
and Paris for five days of entertainment in each city.  The Os Kuduristas Quintal will 
offer the sights and sounds of Angola through an experiential journey that includes 
music, dance, art, fashion design, film, and Angolan inspired cuisine. These events 
will immerse the public in Kuduro, inspiring visitors with the depth of authentically 
Angolan music and dance. Creative studio by day, party and concert space by night, the 
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Quintal will provide a unique, exciting opportunity to explore Kuduro and a piece of 
Angola. 
 
Featured Quintal performers include some of the biggest names in Angola’s Kuduro 
scene: the groundbreaking dancer and choreographer, Manuel Kanza (winner of the 
2008 hit Angolan television dance competition, “Bounce”), underdog sensation Cabo 
Snoop, Kuduro heartthrob Francis Boy, and quirky local favorites Os Namayer: 
President Gasolina & Principe Ouro Negro. DJ Silyvi, a staple on Angola’s electronic 
music scene, will be house DJ for Os Kuduristas, and take on battle challenges with local 
DJs in Paris and Amsterdam. 
 
“Our mission, the mission of a Kudurista is to bring joy and harmony to our audience. It 
doesn't matter if it is onstage or offstage,” says President Gasolina of Os Namayer. “We 
have to always be ready to make our fans happy, to make them dance, to make them 
smile. We have to be creative, and continually come up with something new.”  
 
Os Kuduristas has the same mission, and aims to spread the energy of Kuduro and the 
Angolan renaissance on a global scale.   
 
The Quintal also boasts a fashion show by Angola’s award-winning fashion designers 
Projecto Mental.  The ground breaking fashion duo, comprised of Tekasala Ma’at Nzinga 
and Shunnoz Fiel, have been at the forefront of the revival of Angolan fashion and 
creativity for the past ten years.  Projecto Mental has received international attention on 
runways around the world and has appeared in international publications including GQ 
Brazil, British Vogue, and Women’s Wear Daily. Currently, Projecto Mental is opening its 
second retail location in Luanda, Angola.  
 
The Os Kuduristas Quintal is designed by Sebastien Leon Agneessens, a New York-
based French musician and installation artist. Over twelve years Sebastien has conceived 
multi-faceted installations for museums, theatres and corporate clients. He is 
finishing Golden Horn, a permanent outdoor brass sculpture climbing a thirty-five-story 
tower in Istanbul, and touring museums around the world with an pipe organ-inspired 
installation, composed of two thousand pipes commissioned by Swiss watchmaking 
company Audemars Piguet.  
 

# # # # # 
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BIO 

 
RACHAEL YAMAGATA 

 
"Finally the heir to Bonnie Raitt.” - Ann Powers, NPR Music 

 
“Rachael’s voice is so soulful that it could inspire a tiger to chuff, an elephant to trumpet 

and whales to sing.” – Gregory Colbert 
 
Rachael Yamagata is not your ordinary singer/songwriter.  Yes, she has released 
numerous albums; had record label deals; toured the world multiple times with sell-out 
concerts; built a loyal and ever-growing fan base; earned her place as a media ‘darling’; 
made appearances on Jay Leno, Conan O’Brian, Carson Daly, 30 Rock, One Life to Live 
and The O.C.; been an NPR profiled artist; made a cameo appearance as herself in Sony 
Pictures To Write Love on Her Arms; had song placements in hit TV shows including 
NCIS: New Orleans, Vampire Diaries, Grey’s Anatomy, Alias, How I Met Your Mother, and 
in and Hollywood movies including Hope Springs, Prime, Monster-in-Law, and Sisterhood 
of the Traveling Pants; been nominated Best Female Vocal by the Chicago Music Awards 
(2012); opened for artists including Patti Smith, David Gray, and Pete Townsend; and 
performed at venues including Madison Square Garden, Radio City Music Hall, Carnegie 
Hall, SXSW, Austin City Limits, Glastonbury, and Bonnaroo. 
 
But there’s so much more... 
 
Rachael has performed with Bette Midler and Sheryl Crow at Senator Harry Reid’s 2008 
fundraiser for President Obama; at the White House Cherry Blossom Festival for First 
Lady Michelle Obama; twice at Deepak Chopra’s ‘Sages and Scientists’ Symposium; as 
part of the R.E.M. tribute concert; with Steve Earle and Allen Toussaint for the Woodie 
Guthrie tribute; collaborated with artists including Toots and the Maytals, Ryan Adams, 
Ray LaMontagne, Conor Oberst, Jason Mraz, and Katherine McPhee; and Australia’s The 
Voice winner Karise Eden reached #1 with Rachael’s song ‘You Won’t Let Me.’  She’s 
toured with many of said artists as well as The Swell Season, Sara Bareilles, Amos Lee, 
Liz Phair, and more.  Rachael was invited by the White House to take part in its Official 
White House ‘Tweet Up’ in the West Wing with fans, and was one of Chopra’s music 
playlist selections featured on Oprah Winfrey’s website. 
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Artist/filmmaker/photographer Gregory Colbert, best known for his acclaimed project 
“Ashes and Snow” which, to date, is the most attended solo exhibition by any living artist 
in history, asked Rachael to be a guest vocalist on his upcoming project. 
 
Rachael and John Medeski (Medeski Martin & Wood) covered director Robert Altman 
song ‘Let’s Begin Again’ featured in the opening scene and end credits of the 
documentary, Altman (2014). Medeski said, “Rachael blew my mind with her 
performance. She’s a natural jazz singer.” 
 
Fans span the spectrum from 14-year-old girls to 65-year-old men, from spiritual healers, 
helicopter pilots, and military women, to hostage negotiators, heads of television 
networks, and single mothers.  Rachael continually hears from fans that her music helped 
them through something in their life.  Famed Korean photographer Jungman Kim calls 
Rachael ‘his muse’ and writer/journalist/ broadcaster Katherine Lanpher cites Rachael as 
the only twice invited guest of the Barnes & Nobel series, “Upstairs at the Square” (with 
novelist Alaa-Al-Aswany, “The Yacoubian Building” and Bill Clegg, “Portrait of an Addict 
as a Young Man” and “90 Days”). 
 
On the business front, Rachael was a guest speaker at 2013 Chicago Ideas Week, and 
profiled in two separate Topspin Berklee School of Music marketing classes with her 
Pledge Music DIY campaigns being used as part of the course curriculum. 
 
Rachael breaks the mold of the singer/songwriter stereotype, and the DIY indie-artist 
model as, for the past four years she has be working without management representation. 
 
CD releases to date include Heavyweight EP (2012), Noisetrade Mixtape (2012), 
Chesapeake (2011), Elephants (2008), Loose Ends EP (2007), Live at the Loft (2005), 
Happenstance (2004), and Rachael Yamagata: EP (2001). 
 
Her latest album, currently titled ‘Tightrope Walker,’ is slated for a fall 2015 release.  It 
showcases her calling card ability to articulate humanity’s struggles within relationships 
and the freedom that comes from celebrating that which we face alone and head on.  The 
production is riskier and cinematic – think Tom Waits meets Roberta Flack, Nick Cave 
hanging with Rufus Wainwright.  Rachael confounds a labeled genre and instead 
embraces the production that serves the story.  The paradox of her art mirrors that of her 
career and proves that we are never simplistic, but always full of surprises. 
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BIO 
 

RANDY KEARSE / Motivational Speaker, Author, TV Host 
From Straight A student to Drug Kingpin to Federal Prison Inmate for 15 years to 
Motivational Speaker, TV Talk Show Host, Author, and Entrepreneur 
 
A true story of change that will inspire people from all walks of life.  
 
"At 21 I was a street CEO with 35 employees. I had a product, inventory, distribution 
channels, and marketing teams.  I held board meetings and was involved in hostile 
takeovers. The only difference between a Fortune 500 company and me was my business 
was illegal. If you were lucky you went to prison, if unlucky, you went to the graveyard."  
– Randy Kearse 

 
Randy is a 5-time published author, television producer/host, motivational speaker, and 
entrepreneur. Once deemed a menace to society by a judge who sentenced him to 15 
years in federal prison for conspiracy to distribute narcotics, he served 13 years, 6 
months and 2 days, and returned to life on the outside a changed man. 
 
Born and raised in the Farragut housing projects in Fort Green, Brooklyn, Randy had a lot 
of opportunities growing up. He came from a loving, nurturing two-parent household 
where he learned positive moral and values. He was a straight A student until the 10th 
grade but school became boring to him. He dropped out of school, began getting into 
trouble and was arrested at 17 for attempted murder.  By the time he was 21 years old, 
Randy was fully entrenched in a cycle of drug dealing, violence, and crime.  
 
Randy’s story is one of redemption, overcoming adversity, and the challenge to change.  
He is a testimony to the strength of the human spirit.  He takes full responsibility for his 
choices, places no blame, and makes no excuses.  His father died while Randy was 
incarcerated but his mother, who is still alive, remained by his side throughout his 
sentence and was the motivation and inspiration for his decision to change. Since his 
release 8 years ago he has dedicated his life to helping others make better choices and 
offers a blueprint for change.  
 
His book “Changin’ Your Game Plan: How I Used Incarceration as a Stepping Stone for 
SUCCESS” is being developed into a re-entry program for the incarcerated to offer a 
roadmap to follow upon release. 
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He is also the host/producer of “Straight Talk Randy Kearse,” a talk show that airs on 
Brooklyn Public Network, and producer of a literary talk show, “The Black Book 
Report.”  
 
A powerful motivational speaker, Randy captivates audiences with his presentations and 
workshops, leaving them inspired, motivated, energized, and with hope for the future.  
 
His message is well received by teenagers and young adults as he speaks in a language 
they understand. His signature presentation, "Changin' Your Game Plan," is based on 
his highly successful book "Changin' Your Game Plan: How I Used incarceration as a 
Stepping Stone for SUCCESS.” 
 
Randy has dedicated his life to educating and empowering today's youth. From first-hand 
experience, he shares the thought process and lack of principles that steer people off 
track.  He has appeared on TV, radio, and in newspapers, and has spoken to a variety of 
audiences including at-risk youth, incarcerated youth in facilities, and adults in halfway 
houses. He does presentations to churches, conferences, and a host of other 
organizations. 
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BIO 
 

CORÉON DÚ 
Singer, Songwriter, Filmmaker 

“I’m a romantic whose soul is filled with Semba, a heart that beats to Kuduro, and my life 
is rich with passion, funk and a few TV novella/soap opera moments  

where drama can ensue at any moment.”  
 
Coréon Dú was first exposed to music as a young child growing up in his native city of 
Luanda, the capital of Angola, Africa when the sounds of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” 
drifted into his room from his family’s stereo. The music transported him and from that 
moment he was hooked.  As the country was in the midst of its 30 year Civil War and his 
family strongly believed in the importance of education, Coréon Dú was sent to live with 
his maternal grandparents in Lisbon, Portugal when he was eight. At age eleven he 
moved to the U.S., where he remained until graduating from Loyola University in New 
Orleans. 
 
By this time, music was already a rich part of Coréon Dú’s life, having discovered his 
penchant for singing at 13, and then continuing participating in musicals during high 
school, becoming a soloist in the high school choir, and even performing with his 
university chorus with Dave Brubeck at the New Orleans Jazz Festival in 2005.    Music 
helped Coréon Dú get through a challenging high school experience that was not only 
filled with normal teenage angst, but also racism and misconceptions and stereotyping 
about his African origins. 
 
Coréon Dú moved back to Angola after the war in 2006, four years after the war had 
ended. Peace time allowed him to visit many parts of the country he had not seen in his 
youth which opened him up to a whole new world. Coréon Dú had lived outside of the 
country for 16 years and was happy to be home and age 22, feeling the country ripe and 
energized with creative possibilities.  
 
Since 2001, Coréon Dú has been devoted to a career in culture, music, and dance, 
producing theater, television, and even fashion and creative design.  His inaugural CD, 
“The Coréon Experiment,” was released in Angola in October 2010.   On the album, which 
was produced by Luiz Brasil, Coréon Dú collaborates with such artists and musical idols 
as André Mingas, renowned songwriting duo Filpe Mukenga and Filipe Zau, DJ Manya, 



	

Susan Jacobs, BlueZan Consulting, Writing Samples 
November 21, 2016 

	

28 

Matias Damasio, Simmons Massini, Wyza Heavy C, and Jeff Brown.  Guest vocalists 
include Marcia Castro (Brazil), Irina (Angola), and Luciana Abreu (Portugal). 
 
“The Coréon Experiment” represents a blending of Semba, Jazz, Pop, Funk, Bossanova, 
Rock, Afro-beat, Lounge and Latin rhythms.  Sung in Portuguese, English, Spanish and 
Kikongo (language of northern Angola), the album is produced by Luiz Brasil and 
recorded in Angola, Brazil, and Portugal. 
 
In addition to his musical career, Coréon Dú is also co-founder and managing partner of 
the Angolan media company Semba Comunicação, which produces original television 
content including the acclaimed “Bounce” dance contest, the “Angola Encanta,” singing 
competition show, and the “Elite Model Look Angola.” 
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BIO 
 
Evelyn Glennie is a force of nature, a gift of music to the world. This young Scotswoman 
has carved a new place for solo percussion in the realm of classical music, and has 
melded traditions and instrumentation from around the world to create new ways of 
performing and, indeed, of hearing percussion as music in its own right. Because she has 
defied convention by crossing the traditionally rigid boundaries of formal, folkloric, and 
popular musical forms, this uncommonly versatile musician has managed to draw new 
audiences to the classical world. In so doing, she has collected 44 awards including a 
Grammy, and has won the acclaim of the world's most venerable musicians and critics, 
who must stretch their vocabularies to describe this "thrilling, hyperkinetic wild woman" 
and the "glorious ruckus she creates." 
 
The breadth and originality of Glennie's talent make any attempt to define her incomplete. 
She appears regularly with the top orchestras and conductors of the world, and if she 
could perform as a soloist, Glennie would be as comfortable and accomplished playing in 
a rock band, a folk group, a Gamelan Orchestra (an orchestra made up of mainly tuned 
percussion instruments), a jazz band, an African, Middle Eastern, Latin or Asian 
ensemble. Her virtuosity and restless musical imagination have spawned a career that has 
brought her to five continents, and encompasses more than 110 concerts per season; 12 
solo recordings; collaborations with musicians ranging from Brazilian percussionist Nana 
Vasconcelos to the Icelandic pop star Bjork, and the Japanese drummers, Kodo; a host 
of award-winning film and television scores; and a powerful, best-selling autobiography. 
 
Glennie has already secured a place in music history. She is the first ever, and still the 
only full-time solo percussionist in the field of classical music, and is unanimously 
credited with transforming the role of percussive instruments within this highly 
conservative world. She is also responsible for bringing life to the severely limited 
classical repertoire by commissioning more than eighty new works from some of the 
world's top contemporary composers. 
 
When she began to play professionally in 1985, and for the first ten years of her career, 
virtually every performance Glennie gave was in some way a first: either it was the first 
performance of a new percussion concerto, the first time an orchestra had performed 
with a solo percussionist, or the first solo percussion performance at a festival or venue. 
 
Explaining her impact, The New York Times has called Glennie "the percussion world's 
Segovia or Rampal," and stated, "her musicianship is extraordinary. One has to pause in 
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sheer wonder at what she has accomplished. She is quite simply a phenomenon of a 
performer." And in the words of Leonard Slatkin, Music Director of the National 
Symphony Orchestra, "She has done for percussion what James Galway did for the flute 
and Richard Stolzman for the clarinet. She has gotten young people turned on to music in 
a setting other than jazz or rock. I also suspect that by her ability and personality she will 
have inspired lots of people to go into the profession." 
 
Despite all of Glennie's awards, and her designation as an Officer of the British Empire -- 
it is extremely rare for anyone under the age of about 50 to get this title, and Glennie was 
27 when she received it -- the most important praise she receives comes from her public: 
she was voted Scots Woman of the Decade and the International Classical Music 
Personality of the Year (the classical music world’s equivalent of the Academy Awards), 
where she garnered more votes than Pavarotti. 
 
In the context of such a vibrant and illustrious career, the fact that Glennie has been 
profoundly deaf since the age of twelve seems, at first, amazing. But for her, it is virtually 
irrelevant. Hearing is basically a specialized form of touch and sound is simply vibrating 
air that the ear picks up and converts to electrical signals that are then interpreted in the 
brain. Glennie can identify the notes according to the vibrations she feels through her feet 
and lower body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


